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Before you go, please note: 

Two distinct heritage walks have been prepared for you to take. The 
first is a more north-eastern route covering the main points of historical 
significance for the Sisters of Providence. The second walk, a south- 
western route, includes major buildings of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods Col- 
lege. Both walks begin in the Providence Center. Although there are a 
few duplications, you are encouraged to take both walks so that you may 
experience the heritage of the entire campus we call "Home." Also, 
please note that the dates on each page are groundbreaking dates, not 
dates of completion. 



The Heritage Walks were prepared under the direction of Sister Ed- 
wardine McNulty. The following Sisters of Providence collaborated: 
Sisters Helen Rose Newland, Mary Joan Kirchner, Mary Eleanor Galvin, 
Loretta Therese O'Leary, Catherine Hayes and Alexa Suelzer. Cover 
design by Dawn Sollars. Other artwork provided by Sister Rita Ann 
Roethele. Produced in the Sisters of Providence Communications Office 
by Catherine M. Baker in conjunction with Providence Printery at Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana. Printed by MLX graphics of Terre Haute, In- 
diana. 
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ERITAGE WALKS 




— Celebrating the Sesquicentennial of the 

Sisters of Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 

A contemporary scholar, Roger Aubert, has reminded us that 
"a greater knowledge of the facts of the past will serve to fortify 
and strengthen and give courage." Here at Saint Mary-of-the- 
Woods one is surrounded by reminders of an earlier time when 
merely to continue to exist was a challenge which called upon all 
the fortitude one could muster. 

Here valiant women, many of them far from their home and 
loved ones, built with the toil of their own hands a sacred space 
for the contemplation aQ&spand Beauty. Here they prepared 
themselves by lives of prayer and dedication to go forth and 
spread the seed of the Word of God in our land. 

Here countless young women through the years have studied 
and reflected in preparation for a life of fruitful activity as wives, 
mothers, professional women — hoping to share with their world 
some part of what they received here. 

All of these women are somehow still here. "To know a place 
is to deposit your life there," says Father Edward Farrell. "Some- 
thing of you is invested there forever." As we take the heritage 
walks, let us be aware of them — they walk these paths with us; 
they join their voices to our prayers; they welcome us to their 
Home. 
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Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
Indiana 



1. Our Lady of Providence Shrine — 1925 

The picture of Our Lady of Providence here is a reproduction of 
the masterpiece by Scipione Pulzoni, commonly called Gaetano. It 
has been venerated since 1664 in the Church of San Carlo ai 
Catinari in Rome. In 1925 Monsignor Rawlinson, chaplain of the 
Sisters of Providence, secured permission to erect the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Providence in America. Mary is particularly honored here 
under the title Our Lady of Providence, Queen of the Home. 

t Our Lady of Providence, Queen of the Home, protect us and 
all our loved ones. 



2. Blessed Sacrament Chapel — 1920 

Devotion to Christ in the Eucharist has been a distinguishing 
mark of the Sisters of Providence since their foundation in 1840. 
This chapel, consecrated in 1924, is a place of continual prayer 
before the Blessed Sacrament. Here the Sisters daily keep vigil, 
praying for the needs of the entire world, and particularly of those 
who have asked their prayers. 

t Grant to us, O Lord Jesus Christ, an increase of love and 
gratitude for your specia I presence here throughout the years. 



3. Church of the Immaculate 
Conception — 1886 

One of the dreams of Mother Theodore was to build a suitable 
chapel, comparable to the one at the motherhouse at Ruille in 
France. Not until 1886, however, was the Church of the Immacu- 
late Conception begun, and only in 1907 was it completed. Built 
of Indiana limestone in Renaissance style, the church was exten- 
sively renovated in 1986. Early in 1989 the remains of Mother 
Theodore were reverently transferred from the crypt of the church 
to a resting place under the church floor near the shrine of Our 
Lady. 

t Bestow on us, O Holy Mother of God, a deeper realization 
of the Divine Presence in this house of worship and also in 
our daily lives. 

4. Providence Convent — 1889 

This Providence Convent was completed in 1890. It replaced 
the motherhouse built by Mother Theodore in 1853 and destroyed 
by fire in 1889. The bricks used in the construction of this new 
building were handmade on the grounds south of the ravine. 
Throughout its history administrative offices and residential areas 
have been located in this building. 

t For all Sisters of Providence we ask the blessings which 
Mother Theodore prayed: "Grant, O my God, that all who 
dwell here may love Thee much, may love one another and 
never forget why they have come here." 
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5. Owens Hall— 1959 

Named for Mother Gertrude Clare Owens, the superior general 
who helped plan the building, Owens Hall was completed in 1960 
as a novitiate and house of studies for sisters in formation. 
Presently, it is the residence of professed sisters and also houses of- 
fices for the general administration of the Congregation of the 
Sisters of Providence. 

t Lord, we ask your blessing on all who live, work and study 
in this building. May your gifts of peace and joy rest on all 
who dwell here. 



6. Sacred Heart Shrine — 1895 

This shrine of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, built in 1895, ex- 
emplifies a devotion fostered from the earliest years of the Con- 
gregation of the Sisters of Providence in France. Dedicated in 
thanksgiving for all God's blessings, the shrine has given its 
name to the tree-lined path and grove, favorite spots for gather- 
ings, prayer and relaxation. 

t Jesus, Divine Teacher, instruct and enlighten us in your 
way of truth, justice and peace. 



7. Cemetery— 1864 



Here lie in peace more than 1,700 Sisters of Providence. In the 
older section is a Celtic cross over the grave of Mother Theodore. Its 
quotation reads: "I sleep, but my heart watches over this house 
which I have built." A memorial on the north side lists the names 
of sisters who are buried elsewhere. 

t Eternal rest give unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light 
shine upon them. May they rest in peace. Amen. 



8. St. Anne Shell Chapel— 1876 

The oldest shrine on the campus is the St. Anne Chapel. 
Mother Theodore grew up in a French coastal town, with great 
devotion to St. Anne, patroness of sailors. During a severe storm 
at sea as she returned from a trip to France, Mother Theodore 
promised that if the ship was saved, devotion to St. Anne would 
be fostered among the Sisters of Providence at Saint Mary-of-the- 
Woods. The first chapel was a log structure built in 1843. It was 
replaced in 1876 with the present chapel. The interior is lined 
with shells gathered by the sisters from the banks of the Wabash 
River. 

t Good St. Anne, you have given such motherly protection to 
your children here at the Woods; we confidently ask for 
your continued loving care for all God's children. 
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9. First Convent— 1840 

At this spot in 1840 stood a rough farmhouse, home of the 
Joseph Thralls family. This was to be the sisters' first home in In- 
diana, one room downstairs and the loft above. Later Bishop de 
la Hailandiere bought the Thralls' home and in 1841 the sisters 
added two wings. This was to be their motherhouse until 1853. 

f O God, we exalt your ever-watchful Providence which 
rules all things! We praise and bless your guiding 
Providence which sustained Mother Theodore and her com- 
panions in this woodland home in their years of trial and 
suffering! Be our resource in all our necessities, for in you 
we trust. 



10. Our Lady of Lourdes Grotto— 1918 

This Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes, largest of the outdoor 
shrines on campus, was promised if World War I would end 
before December 8, 1918. After the signing of the armistice on 
November 11, 1918, construction of the shrine was begun. It was 
completed and dedicated on February 11, 1928. The large rosary 
and stones from Lourdes, France, were used in the construction. 

t Holy Virgin, do not forget the troubles and needs of our 
world. Turn a look of kindness on those who suffer. Inter- 
cede for them and help them to accept courageously the 
troubles of life. 



11. Sisters' First Woodland 
Chapel— 1840 

Here is the sight of the log cabin in which Father Buteux 
lived. When the Sisters of Providence arrived it was being used as 
a temporary church since the first church of Saint Mary-of-the- 
Woods burned in 1839. 

t Praise, honor and glory be to Jesus in the Eucharist, our God 
with us, whose early abode in this Indiana forest was a 
lowly log cabin. Truly, the Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us, full of endearing love! 
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Saint Mary-of-the-Woods 
Indiana 



1. Our Lady of Providence Shrine — 1925 

The picture of Our Lady of Providence here is a reproduction of 
the masterpiece by Scipione Pulzoni, commonly called Gaetano. It 
has been venerated since 1664 in the Church of San Carlo ai 
Catinari in Rome. In 1925 Monsignor Rawlinson, chaplain of the 
Sisters of Providence, secured permission to erect the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Providence in America. Mary is particularly honored here 
under the title Our Lady of Providence, Queen of the Home. 

t Our Lady of Providence, Queen of the Home, protect us and 
all our loved ones. 



2. Our Lady of the Campus— 1904 

To commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the promulgation of 
the dogma of the Immaculate Conception, this pedestal was erected 
and a statue of Mary and her Child (now in Providence Park) was 
placed here. Later the present Our Lady of the Campus statue was 
moved to the pedestal. 

r Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art 
thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 
Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now 
and at the hour of our death. Amen. 



3. Corbe House— 1885 

Corbe House, formerly the Chaplains' residence, was built in 
1885 on the site of the first rectory built in 1841. It is now a 
residence for novices and other sisters. 

t Lord Jesus, bless the Sisters of Providence with an increase 
of vocations. May the good work begun here many years 
ago by six valiant women continue into the future. 



4. Site of the first Mass in Vigo 
County —1837 
Site or the first academy — 1841 

The first Mass in Vigo County was offered on this site in 1837 in 
a little church called St. Mary. This church was destroyed by fire 
in 1839. On the same site the first academy opened its doors in 
1841. This original building was replaced and the new academy, 
later called Foley Hall in honor of Mother Mary Cleophas Foley, 
continued to house pre-college students until the 1930s. Foley 
Hall was razed in 1989. 

Providence Center established on this site in 1989 reflects the in- 
tegrity of our foundress' legacy to the Woods today — the interact- 
ing relationship in the life of the worshipping church and the 
ministry of education by women in the church. 

t Lord, may the changes over these 150 years be a symbol of 
the renewal and growth of all who come together here in 
God's providential love. 
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5. Conservatory of Music — 1911 

The Conservatory — housing the Cedlian Auditorium which 
seats 724 persons — was built in Italian Renaissance style. The 
Conservatory has facilities for lectures, concerts, musical and 
dramatic productions. 

t Lord, we praise and thank you for the arts. Through beauty 
and harmony raise our hearts to you in prayer. Make our 
lives move to the rhythm that is your will. 



6. Guerin Hall— 1911 

The Anne Therese Guerin Hall — commonly called Guerin 
Hall — was named in honor of the foundress of the Sisters of 
Providence. It houses the major administration offices of the col- 
lege and is also used as a residence for some students. 

t Lord Jesus, bless all those dedicated to the profession of 
teaching. May they further God's Providence through 
works of love, mercy and justice as they instruct others in 
their academic pursuits. 
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7. Library— 1963 

The library, built of Bedford limestone, is of contem- p. 

porarydesign. The cornerstone was laid in 1963. The President's' 
Room houses rare books dating from the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries. Miniature books and one of the nation's 
largest collections of foredge paintings add to the interest of the 
room. 

f Grant us grace, O merciful God, to desire ardently all that 
is pleasing to you, to examine it prudently, to acknowledge 
it truthfully, and to accomplish it perfectly, for the praise 
and glory of your name. 



8. LeFer Lake— 1922 
Fatima Shrine— 1954 

LeFer Lake, originally named St. Clement's Lake, was opened 
as part of a landscaping plan. A statue of St. Clement can be seen 
across the lake. 

The Fatima group with its statues of Italian marble was dedi- 
cated in 1954 in honor of the Marian Year. The shrine was given 
by the alumnae of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College and the 
Sisters of Providence in honor of Mother Marie Helene Franey. 

t Our Lady of Fatima, pray for us and for our world. 
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9. LeFer Hall— 1921 

LeFer Hall was built in 1921 as a residence for upper-class stu- 
dents of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods College. It is named for two 
early Sisters of Providence who came to America from France. 
Besides rooms for students, it contains lecture rooms, offices and 
a social hall. 

t Lord Jesus, guide and direct all women attending Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods College. Enable each one to live those 
values and lessons taught here. 



10, Marker of Arrival— 1840 

"Step down, Sisters. We have arrived," announced Father 
Buteux. At approximately this spot six Sisters of Providence from 
France, led by Mother Theodore Guerin, emerged from their 
horse-drawn carriage. They were accompanied by their chaplain, 
Father Buteux, the French missionary priest who had traveled 
with them from Vincennes. After surviving an upset carriage and 
many hours spent crossing the Wabash River, they found themsel- 
ves on the bank of a deep ravine in a dense forest — with no house 
and no other human being in sight. 

t O God, you have been the strength, the refuge and the rock 
of support for the Sisters of Providence for many years. May 
the work begun here in 1840 by six valiant French Sisters of 
Providence continue into the future under your Providential 
care. 
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"The beauty of the forests of Indiana...surpasses all 
description.... This land was no longer for me the land of 
exile; it was the portion of my inheritance, and in it I hope to 
dwell all the days of my life." 

— Mother Theodore Guerin 
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These Woods are Thine 




These woods are thine, O Lord, 

This Home, 

Whose deep foundation is Thy Providence, 

Whose walls are Peace; 

Where Grace glows like a kindled lamp 

within, 

And shadows cease. 



These woods are thine, O Lord; 
Make all who walk therein 
Worthy to walk with Thee; 
Let them recall that Death, and Sin, 
Life, and Redemption, came to us 
Upon a Tree! 



-Sister Joseph Eleanor Ryan 
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